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JAMES McCREERY & CO. 

THIS firm are exhibiting at present a large collec- 
tion of fine lace curtains in Irish point, Renais- 
sance, Arabic, Louis XIV., Marie Antoinette, Cluny, 
Brussels point, Tambour, and Colbert laces. The 
Colbert and Arabic laces are in ecru brown, while 
the other styles are in white or pale cream. A very 
beautiful Colbert lace curtain has the lace applied to 
bands of grenadine, and in other cases the lace is 
applied to alternate stripes of heavy embroidered 
plush, that form a connecting link between the 
heavy drapery and the ordinary lace curtain, that is 
very effective. There is shown a beautiful line of 
Brussell's lace curtains, all done in soft delicate 
needle work, worth forty-five dollars a pair. These 
curtains are remarkable for the fine shading intro- 
duced into the floral design that curves gracefully 
across the gauzy foundation of the curtain. Many 
curtains are of course embroidered by machine, but 
the machine work, Btrange to say, is not so regular 
or artistic as the hand work. A novelty in curtains 
consists of cotton and silk and cotton embroidery of 
fine Brussell's net. The embroidery is done in the 
form of a border, with regular perpendicular stripes 
over the field of the curtain, and where the embroid- 
ery is entirely of Bilk the effect is beautifully soft 
and artistic. There is line of embroidered cotton 
crepe curtains that are extremely cheap, and at the 
same time very effective as draperies. 

There is quite a rage at present for lace tidies for 
the backs of chairs, or table centers, whereon are 
placed lamps, or rose bowls, and for the tops of 
cushions. These tidies are entirely hand work, and 
the style of lace is usually the Arabic or Louis XIV. 
made on tape, which is a delicate aud beautiful con- 
ception. There is also a special line of Renaissance 
curtains for vestibule doors, buffets, and bureau 
covers, entirely of hand-worked lace, the prices 
ranging from $4 50 to $10.00 each. Nothing could 
be more soft, delicate, transparent and artistic than 
a lace curtain of this kind hung over the glass of the 
vestibule door. It admits a sufficiency of light into 
the hallway, and at the same time tones down the 
light and prevents a too free inspection of the hall- 
way from the exterior. The idea is altogether de- 
lightful. In decorative scarfs there are hand-painted 
effects on grenadine, trimmed with lace, that may 
be used not only as scarfs, but also as mats and 
tidies. 

In their India department there is a wonderful 
collection of all that is unique and beautiful in the 
line of hand-work Indian embroideries. There is 
shown a collection of hand embroidered rugs that 
are unique and artistic in effect, and at the same time 
moderate in price. In India table covers there is an 
immense amount of labor expended upon the won- 
derfully minute and thoroughly Indian decoration 
that is formed out of single lines of many colored 
threads all sewn compactly together. The amount 
of labor is absolutely bewildering on some of the 
table covers and bedspreads. 

There is shown a beautiful line of themost unique 
Egyptian bedspreads, consisting of minute lines of 
-many colored tape work, sewn compactly upon a 
linen foundation. This combination of silk and 
linen makes the finished material impervious to 
moths, and the colors will not fade. The designs 
must be seen before any one can appreciate the 
amount of labor expended upon such beautiful, and 
at the same time low-priced goods. There are cir- 
cles formed of concentric waving lines, around 
which are trained scrolls in the form of trees, with 
trunk, leaves and branches all formed of. the com- 



pactly sewn silk threads. The application of Indian 
embroidery to tea coseys, bead rests, pillows, cush- 
ions, and so on, is one of the brightest fancies of the 
age, in the matter of interior decoration. Here one 
may take advantage of the beautiful pieces of em- 
broidery executed in threads either of silk or of gold 
that will not tarnish, that have been constructed at 
the expense of an enormous amount of labor, and in 
a short time construct a tea cosey or cushion that 
will remain a perpetual delight to the eye, as well 
as an article of comfort and use. 

There are Cashmere embroideries rivaling the in- 
tricate forms of the embroideries on Cashmere 
shawls, and the firm also exhibit alarge line of the 
real India shawls, which are woven and embroidered 
with the patterns peculiar to same. The greatest 
splendor of embroidery 1r lavished upon the choice 
table covers that can be bought anywhere from $25 
to $100 each. Too much praise cannot be given to 
the exceeding delicacy of the designs and the sump- 
tuous manner in which the same are executed, by 
means of threads of gold, compactly sewn together, 
forming radiant scenes of flowers, with beautiful 
floral borders, all embroidered on plum color tea 
rose, old gold, and pale green satin. Nothing that 
we know of in the way of embroidery can lend such 
splendor to an interior as one of these hand embroid- 
ered table covers, of which Messrs. McCreery & Co. 
have a large stock. There are also door panels 
wrought in threads of gold, the design resembling 
an archway, with strange animals placed at intervals 
thereon, all wrought in gold thread and silk on black 
satin grounds. 

The Djim curtains for bookcases are about the 
strangest fabric in the collection. These are em- 
broidered with a minute pattern, while at regular 
intervals over the fabric is sewn a small oval disc, 
of a composition resembling glass, or mother of 
pearl, that gleams like little mirrors, which gives a 
singular aspect to the curtain. One of their cus- 
tomers was so charmed with this curiously beauti- 
ful, yet cheap fabric, that he purchased 100 curtains, 
fearing that he would never get hold of so unique a 
material for curtains again. There are also shown 
cotton fabrics for covering halls, stamped with Per- 
sian panel designs, and there is quite a large line of 
antique Dagestan rags that are being sold at very- 
low prices. 

This being the holiday season, Messrs. Creery & 
Co: are doing a large business in fur capes, linen 
handkerchiefs and such like goods that are being 
bought for holiday presents. A specialty with them 
this season is their holiday patterns for dresses, the 
material ranging from $2.00 for a servant's dress up 
to $25.00 for that of the mistress. Certainly a piece 
of goods for a dress that can be purchased for a few 
dollars from the large selection exhibited 1b a very 
useful Christmas present. 



BROOKLYN ART ASSOCIATION. 

""THE work of the Brooklyn Art Association for the 
*■ season of 1891-92 will comprise six courses of 
lectures, a general exhibition of paintings and other 
works of art, receptions and a school of fine arts. 
The general exhibition will be given in February 
and March, and will comprise the works of Ameri- 
can and European artists of high standing. The 
lectures will be given once a week, beginning the 
last of October and ending the last of April, and will 
comprise the following courses : 

Four lectures on " Decorative Art," by Russell 
Sturgis, of New York ; six lectures on " Sculpture," 



by Prof. William H. Goodyear, of the Brooklyn In- 
stitute; four lectures on "Russian Art and Archi- 
tecture," by Miss 'Isabel F. Hapgood, of New York; 
six lectures on "Art in Relation to Life," by Per- 
cival Chubb, of the Brooklyn Institute ; four lec- 
tures on "The Venetian, Spanish, French and Re- 
cent Schools of Art," by Miss Louise Both-Hen- 
drikes of the Brooklyn Institute ; five lectures on 
" The Technique of Art," by Prof. A. D. F. Hamlin, 
of Columbia College, Edwin F. El well, of New 
York; E. Hopkinson Smith, of New York, and the 
Rev. William H. Ingersoli. Each lecture will be 
fully illustrated by photographic reproductions of 
the works of art described. The School of Fine 
Arts will be conducted on a broader basis than here- 
tofore, and its scope and plan will be comparable 
with that of the Art Students' League of New York. 



'"PHE Moniteur Indcstbibllb recommends the 
* use of a mixture of oil and graphite on all screws 
in machinery. It says it will effectually prevent them 
from becoming fixed, and protects them for years 
from rust, at the same time the mixture facilitates 
tightening up. 

The Joseph Dixon Crucible Co., Jersey City, N. 
J., have for a number of years prepared graphite 
mixtures which have found great favor with ma- 
chinists and steamfltters of this country. 

Dixon's Graphite Pipe Joint mixture not only 
takes the place of red lead, but is Infinitely better, 
while Dixon's Graphited oil is used where a thinner 
mixture is desired and also for lubricating bearings. 
Graphite is the best natural lubricant known. 



IUIR. GEO. W. BENNETT, fresco and decora- 
* ' * tive painter of Manchester, Vermont, Is at 
present engaged in decorating the Congregational 
Church at Rutland, Vermont. The trustees are ex- 
pending nearly twenty thousand dollars in improve- 
ments, a large portion of which is devoted to the 
decoration of the structure. Mr. Bennett's 38 years' 
experience as a decorator, together with his reputa- 
tion as a first-class artist, is a guarantee that the 
decoration of the church could not be intrusted to 
worthier hands, and we congratulate the trustees of 
the church upon their choice of a decorative artist. 



BOOKS. 



HOUGHTON, MIFFLIN & CO. 

"The Onh Hoss Shay," with its companion 
poems, "How the Old Horse Won the Bet," and 
"The Broomstick Train," by Oliver Wendell 
Holmes, with illustrations by Howard Pyle. Hough- 
ton, Mifflin & Co., BoBton and New York, $1.50. 

This is one of those delightful holiday books that 
are published every year by Houghton, Mifflin & Co. 
"The One Hoss Shay" is a poem known to every- 
body, and apart from the story itself, is one of those 
delightful poems in which is sealed up for all time 
delightful glimpses of rural life, particularly the 
rural life of New England about a hundred years 
ago. The accompanying poems, "How the Old 
Horse Won the Bet," and "The Broomstick Train,'* 
are also delightfully remioiscent of country life. 
"The Broomstick Train " refers more particularly to 
suburban travel by means of the electric broomstick, 
which presses against a wiie overhead. The author 
conclusively proves that the motive force is supplied 
by witches. There are in all 64 illustrations, the 
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product of the quaint pencil of Howard Pyle, who 
seems to have a genius for the reproduction of 
XVIII. century figures and landscapes. The cover 
is in russet leather, and the title and ornaments 
stamped thereon in the color of rusty iron, a unique 
idea. The book will form a highly pleasing holiday 
present, being highly decorative, as well &b of great 
literary value. 

Snowbound, a Winter Idyl, by John Greenleaf 
Whittier, with designs by E. Garrett. Houghton, 
Mifflin & Co., Boston and New York. 

We have never seen a poem by the venerable 
Whittier published in so dainty a style as is done in 
the present volume. The book is printed on one side 
of each page, only, and the firstletter of each stanza 
of the poem is printed in red ink. There is a fine 
engraving of the poet himself as a frontispiece, and 
scattered through the book are nine very artistic 
photogravures, which have been executed by A. W. 
Elston & Co. of BoBton. 

As explained by the author in the preface, the 
poem is the outcome of the story telling indulged in 
in the lonely Whittier homestead when the author 
was a boy, as the chief resource of whiling away the 
long winter evenings. The poem is a poetic photo- 
graph of the Northern winter, written in a pic- 
turesque and free style, and the scenes are described 
at times with a photographic vividness. The author 
delights most of all to describe the gleam of the 
fire: 

" On whitewashed wall and sagging beam, 
Until the old, rude furnished room, 
Burst flower-like into rosy bloom.'"' 

There are stories of life in the wilderness, and of 
adventures with wild beasts, and tales of the inroads 
of Indians ; of the strange people who lived on the 
Piscataqua and Kacheco. The rhyme is rich, pic- 
turesque and free, and is eloquent of the simple life 
and country ways, and is largely steeped in a feeling 
of pious melancholy. It has the spell of buried brook- 
lets, and moaning tree boughs, and of moonlight on 
the snow, and of the contrast between the savage 
winter without, and food, warmth and contentment 
within the homestead referred to. 

The book is bound in white cloth, with the title 
stamped in blue tint, and is altogether a dainty holi- 
day volume. 

" Venetian Life," by Wm. Dean Howells, with 
illustrations from .original, water-colors. In two vol- 
umes, bound in cloth. Houghton, Mifflin & Co., 
Boston and New York. 

These beautiful volumes are absolutely charming 
in their typography, illustrations and binding. 

The subject matter of the volumes, without being 
in any sense guide book matter or excerpts from a _ 
diary, are delightful descriptions of the impressions 
of a genial, highly artistic nature, such as the author 
possesses, with Its Venetian environment. There are 
descriptions of rambles in Venice among the 
churches, pictures, theaters, and the islands of the 
Lagoons. The illustrations are aqua tints by Cbilde 
Hassam, Ross Turner, F. Hopkineon Smith, and 
Rhoda Holmes Nichols, and give the book that im- 
pression of refinement that color alone can bestow. 
They have been executed by Donald RamBey of 
Boston. The author describes at length the blue, 
unclouded climate of Venice, which, he says, " con- 
tents all your senses, and makes you exult to be 
alive, with the inarticulate gladness of a child, or of 
the swallows that there all day wheel and dart 
through the air, and shriek out a delight too intense 
and percipitate for song." The author does not 
usually allow himself to become too enthusiastic 
about anything he sees. His enthusiasm suggests 
the idea of carrying a heavy weight. 

The regatta portrayed by Childe Hassam on the 
frontispiece of the second volume Is wonderfully 
ricb in coloring ; so also Is the sketch of the Gon- 
doliers of the same volume. The great charm io 
these volumes is the nature of the story presented. 
The descriptions gives the reader the charm of a 
splendid Idleness in Venice, in the city itself, where 
he beholds the Venice of the past, as well as of the 
present ; of that proud city that was once the mis- 
tress of the Adriatic— into whose wharfs has poured 
a tide of wealth from every quarter of the world. 
The next best thing to having a holiday in Venice 



is to possess these volumes, by which we will become 
acquainted by proxy, as it were, with the courteous 
citizens of the city, and amid the brightness and 
bloom of oleanders and roses, we gaze with a pen- 
sive interest on the crumbling palaces, Bleeping in 
the memory of the luxurious past. Mr. Howell de- 
scribed at length the Venetian holidays, love-making 
and marrying, baptisms and burials, and the traits 
and characters of Venetian society. These volumes 
will form notable holiday books during the present 
season, and it would "be hard to conceive of a 
daintiergift, in the way of books, to a friend. 

The volumes are bound in a pale cream cloth, with 
-the title stamped thereon -in gold. They are packed 
in a pretty cardboard box, which formsan admirable 
vehicle for Bending the books anywhere by mail or 
express. 

ROBERTS BROTHERS. 

"A Calendar of Sonnets," by Helen Jackson 
(H. H.), with twelve full page designs by Emelia 
Bayard, and vignettes to the text by E. H. Garrett. 
Roberts Brothers, Boston. 

The writings of this brilliant American poetess 
have never been so daintily presented to the public 
as a e the sonnets in the present volume. Helen 
Jackson possessed an ardent sympathy for nature 
in her varying aspects, and has written a sonnet for 
every month of the year. The characteristic moods 
of the various months are skillfully portrayed in the 
sonnets, as well as represented in the illustrations, 
which contain figures'in sylvan scenes, the subject 
for February being that of a lady walking by the 
side of a frozen pond, with the cold winter wind 
blowing her garments aside, while the illustration 
for July has a girl Bleeping among the flowers, 
underneath the shade of a tree, by the side of a 
lily-dotted lake. The illustration for May contains 
a pair of lovers underneath the flowering trees. 
The poetess entitles May 

" The month when they who love must love and 
wed." 

All the other sonnets are decorated with appro- 
priate symbolic illustrations, which fitly represent 
the product of the imagination and seutlment of 
the author. The book is superbly printed on heavy 
enameled paper, and is delicately bound in green 
and white cloth, with the title and decorations 
stamped in green and gold. As a holiday book it 
is extremely appropriate. 

"Ailes D'Alocettb," by F. W. Bourdillon. 
Roberts Brothers, Boston. 

Under this title Mr. Bourdillon has written a" vol- 
ume of poems, consisting of two stanzas each, writ- 
ten In a minor key. The author takes a pensive 
interest in the more delicate things of life, and 
writes with a dainty, well-turned phrasing on night, 
love, spring, decay, birthdays, the sea, voiceB, 
primroses, patience and angels' tears. The poetry 
is written from the standpoint of the library rather 
than from actual contact with nature, and hence 
lacks that virility which even minor poems should 
possess. His preface runs thus : 

11 When, like a lark, the soul upsprlngs 
Of verse she makes her airy wings. 
Oh, may these verses, pair and pair, 
Some soul In heavenward flight upbear." 
The idea of writing but two stanzas to each poem 
Is that his poem may be in harmony with the two 
wings of a bird, the stanzas themselves giving wings 
to the poet's speculations. A charming feature of 
the book is the introduction of vignette illustrations, 
which go alongside the various poems. There are 
twelve of these illustrations, by Edward H. Garrett, 
and their connection with the verses descriptive of 
same is a hint that other poets might make use of 
and introduce such kind of illustrations in their 
published works. The book Is charmingly printed 
on heavy enameled paper, and would form a beauti- 
ful gift to a young lady. 

" The Baohblor op Salamanca," by A. R. Le 
Sage. Translated by James Townsend. With pho- 
togravure illustrations. 1 vol., 12mo., cloth, $1.00 ; 
paper, 50c. Worthiogton Co:, 747 Broadway, New 
York. 



The publishers announce for immediate publica- 
tion, as No. 10 of the Rose Library,_" The Bachelor 
of Salamanca," one of the renowned series of Le 
Sage's adventure romances. Related In a masterful 
and most entertaining manner, the writer exhibits 
remarkable boldness, force and originality, while at 
the same time he charms by his surprising flights of 
Imagination and his profound knowledge of Spanish 
character and customs. 

"Light o' Love," by Clara Dargan Maclean. 1 
vol., 12mo. IUuBtrated. Half Rox. $1.25; paper, 
75c. Worthlngton Co., 747 Broadway, New York. 

The publishers announce for Immediate publica- 
tion as No. 22 In their International Library the 
above work. TMb unique title indicates a book of 
striking and unusual Interest. The scenes are laid 
in Charleston, South Carolina, In ante-bellum days, 
when its society was sui generis refined, cultured, 
hospitable; and, under a slight disguise, the wits 
and belles of a now almost forgotten period, move 
before us in a glamor of grace and beauty and chlv- 
alric splendor. The story is foil of brilliant local 
color, and abounds in dramatic situations. As a 
stody of character, it rivals the best introspective 
productions of the modern subjective school, while 
the lofty ethical tone will make the book acceptable 
to those whose consciences disapprove the ordinary 
romantic novel. 



CASSKLL & CO. 

"Tom Tockbr and Little Boo-Pbep," by 
Thomas Hood. Illustrated by Alice Wheaton 
Adams. Cassell Publishing Co. 

This dainty holiday book will be warmly appre- 
ciated by those young, people who are fortunate 
enough to be presented with a copy as a Christmas 
gift. The story is described in simple rhyme, printed 
in quaint letters, and is illustrated by a great many 
pictures In a brown tint, and color illustrations. 
Their friends were Jack and Jill, Little Boy Blue, 
Humpty-Dumpty, Cross-Patch, Sleepy Head, and 
Little Jack Horner, and others. The end of the story 
is that Tom Tucker and Little Bo-Peep are mar- 
ried and have a gay time of it. 

The book is beautifully bonnd in illuminated cov- 
ers, and will form a delightful holiday present. 

. Thoughts akd Fabcies, Poems and Pictures of 
Life and Nature, by Mary T. Bruil. Profusely 
Illustrated. New York : CasBell Publishing Co. 
This is a poetical album on minor verse, on such 
themes as "August Days," "Twilight on the 
Beach," " The Four-Leaf Clover," "The Violets," 
" Pretty Phyllis," " The Rejected Rose." Some of 
the poems have as many as four Illustrations, all be- 
ing woodcuts executed in the highest style of the 
engravers' art. The sentiments expressed in the 
poetry are a love of nature and home, and the ten- 
derness of love and flowers. One of the finest poems 
is entitled " Twilight on the Beach," finely illus- 
trated with two pictures, one representing a noon- 
day beach with the surf wave rising like a phantas- 
mal sea-shell to fall in foam on the sand, while be- 
yond is the dark blue sea bearing a white sailed 
ship. The companion picture represents the last 
light of evening fading upon the. tumbling water 
with a storm approaching to engulf the ship in its 
embrace. It is altogether a choice book to present 
to a girl. The volume is beautifully bound in tan 
and French gray cloth, illuminated with silver scrolls 
and title. 



LITERARY NOTICES. 

The Foeom, which month after month usually has 
discussions of the most important subjects that en- 
gage the public attention, comes for November with 
a thorough review of the politics and the armies of 
Europe, which consists of two leading articles ; one 
" Dangers to the Peace of Europe, "by Prof. Edward 
A. Freeman, the eminent historian, who is, perhaps, 
the best authority on the subject. Professor Freeman 
writes a clear explanation of the danger points and 
of the relations of every European power to every 
other one, and gives some Interesting insight into 
the foreign policy of Great Britain under Lord Sails- 



